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TheRAPPORT

The Team Challenge is new this year, and a great way to get friends and riding pals together
for a little extra competition! It’s easy and free!

Gather together a team of 2 to 4 people. You don’t need to all be riding the same level or division. You ride your normally
scheduled tests during the show, one day, or both days. Your team members scores are averaged and the team with the highest aver-
age WINS! You may sign up at the show throughout the weekend… and there are NO entry fees!

Create a unique and fun team name. You may show your team spirit by wearing matching colors, creating team t-shirts, etc.,
however during your test you must wear show apparel.

Team Challenge Champions and Reserve Champions will be awarded at the end of the show on Sunday, and they’ll be recog-
nized at the ADA Year End Awards Banquet!!

Something for everyone at the ADA 24th
Annual Show at Thomet Stables,

July 26th and 27th

The ADA is pleased to welcome back clinician Roz Kinstler
for a clinic to be held at Centennial Acres Equestrian Center in
Holland. Roz has over 25 years of teaching experience and holds
a USDF Bronze and Silver medal. Her students have competed
through the Grand Prix Level. She teaches with kindness and has
an excellent ability to see both strengths and weaknesses and to
suggest exercises that benefit horse and rider. The clinic is offered
for both adult and junior members. If you are interested in riding, please fill out and return
the rider application form as soon as possible. Depending on the response, riding slots may
be available both days, so if you would like to ride twice, please indicate so on the rider
form. Rider application can be found on page 10.

Location: Centennial Acres Equestrian Center, 4350 61st St, Holland, 49423.
For more information contact: Gini Nolan at (231) 889-0889.
Rides begin at 8 a.m. each day. Auditing fee is $10 daily for ADA members and $15

daily for non-members. No auditor pre-registration, walk-ins welcomed. Lunch will not be
provided on the grounds so bring your own or enjoy one of the eateries close by.

There will be a special drawing for ADA members who attend! Please join us for what
promises to be an enjoyable and educational clinic!

ADA offers Summer
Clinic with Roz Kinstler

Friday and Saturday,
August 29th and 30th

Open to adults and juniors

Photos by Stephanie van de Ven

continued on page 3
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is published six times a year and is an official
publication of the All Dressage Association.

Editors - Stephanie van de Ven
and Jen Meyering

Graphic Designer - Barb Berens

The Rapport newsletter
welcomes your ideas and comments.

Please feel free to email us at any time.
Stephanie –

bliss@intraworldcom.net,
(616) 399-7997 and

Jen – jenmeyering@hotmail.com,
(616) 560-8012

ADA Board of Directors
2008 Officers

President – Jennifer Meyering
Vice-President – Stephanie van de Ven

Secretary – Leigh Ann Warren
Treasurer – Kathy Orlebeke

2008 Board Members
Mary Cole – Banquet

Brooke Ludema – Points, Membership
Gini Nolan – Scholarship, Clinics

Leigh Ann Warren – Show Sanctioning
Stephanie van de Ven – Advertising,

volunteer coordinator
Jenny Counterman – Sales

phone (616) 896-8142
e-mail: rickcounterman@sbcglobal.net

2008 Board Volunteers
Lily Cole – Youth Representative, Sales

Jorie Sligh – Webmistress
Nelly Cooper – Omnibus Editor,

Annual Show
Michelle Heitman – Advertising

All Dressage Association
P.O. Box 337

Ada, MI 49301
Website: www.alldressageassoc.org

TheRAPPORT
Dear ADA Members,

I hope you find yourselves enjoying your summer! It is going by so quickly.

We’ve already completed four shows on our schedule, all of which have been success-

ful! I want to thank Windy Ridge Farm, Thomet Stables, Northwest Michigan All

Dressage Club, and Rockford Equestrian Center for their time, effort, and diligence in

running excellent shows to the highest of ADA standards.

We will be having our 24th Annual Show at Thomet Stables on July 26 & 27.

We are all very excited as we have new things planned this year. Firstly, we will be hav-

ing a complimentary Exhibitors Pizza Bash on Saturday evening at 5:30. We will have

pizza, drinks, and of course the ADA camaraderie that makes us who we are. In addi-

tion, we are having a new class this year, called the Team Challenge! This class is free,

and you can sign up at the show. You can find details further in this Rapport. We hope

to see you all there!

As we proceed with our show season, we are looking ahead to our Summer

Clinic. While we were unable to host a Spring Clinic to due clinician injury, we are

grateful that returning 2007 Fall Clinician Roz Kinstler has agreed to do a two day

clinic held at Centennial Acres. More information as well as the Rider Application can

be found within these pages.

Finally, Secretary Janine Holmes, has resigned from the Board as she assumes

several very exciting and new adventures, including her beautiful new baby girl, as

well as the undertaking of Prairie Farm! Board member Leigh Ann Warren will be tak-

ing over secretarial duties for the remainder of 2008. In addition, we are pleased to

announce that Jenny Counterman has agreed to become a Board Member, and has

taken on the Sales Committee. Welcome, Jenny!

With many shows still ahead of us, please contact any Board Member if you have

questions or need more information throughout the season. We are thrilled with what

is to come! Enjoy your summer and we’ll see you at the Annual Show!

Jennifer Meyering

ADA 2008 President

Letter from the President

Note: If you would like to receive future issues of The Rapport on line, it
will be in full color! It is recommended that you have high speed internet
be able to receive a stuffed or .zip file. Please contact Stephanie van de
Ven, bliss@intraworldcom.net to sign up.

We encourage Members to share their horse-related
experiences in the Rapport. Please contact editors

Stephanie van de Ven or Jen Meyering to submit an article.
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For most people, the mention of mounted drill conjures up
images of the famous musical ride of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, or the beautiful dressage Drills performed by
the Lipizzaners of the Spanish Riding School. No matter what
the rider’s age, ability or mount, drill team work will sharpen
the aids and develop confidence to any horse and rider. It is an
activity suitable to persons of all ages, including youth groups
such as 4-H and Pony Club.

Although matched horses look best, the ability to work and
perform together is paramount. Differences in shapes and colors

Don’t miss The COOP TROOP Freestyle DRILL TEAM Exhibition
at the ADA Annual Show
Sixteen Horse and Rider Combination

tend to disappear with uniform turnout and crisp performances.
With rider ages ranging from nine to over sixty years of age, on
a variety of breeds and age, the COOP TROOP Drill Team is
truly an assembly of diversity.

The COOP TROOP Drill Team originated in the late 90’s
and has grown from the Pas de Deux (a dance for two) and
Quadrilles (4 riders), to a team of sixteen plus riders in 2006.

Performing at lunch time on Saturday, July 26th, at
the ADA annual show at Thomet.

continued from page 1

ATTENTION ALL AWARD HOLDERS
All plaques, statues, and trophies for the end of year awards need to be returned by September 14th. Please

return them to Thomet Stables at the September 13th show, or to a Board member of your choice! Thank you for
being timely with this – the 2008 end of season awards will be upon us before we know it!
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Lendon Gray, Victor Alvarez clinics, and “Chicks
in Spurs” party to benefit the Dressage Foundation.
August 9th-17th, Fruitport, Michigan

Hampton Green farm will be hosting a week long event cel-
ebrating the Art of Dressage. It will be an exciting week of clin-
ics and festivities.

Events to include Lendon Gray and Victor Alvarez clinics

Lendon Gray is a two-time Olympian and long time dressage
instructor. She has trained many professionals and has a special
interest in working with young riders. She serves on many
USEF committees and will become President and CEO of the
Dressage Foundation in September, 2008.

Victor Alvarez is the founder of the Center for Dressage and
Competition near Barcelona, Spain. He has been a member of
the Spanish National Dressage team and has competed interna-
tionally for many years. He has been a coach for the Spanish
young rider team and is a National-level dressage judge in
Spain. He brings his knowledge of the German Training system
to the instruction of all breeds.

Hampton Green has generously offered reduced auditing
fees for ADA members. The schedule is as follows:

LENDON GRAY WILL BE INSTRUCTING AT THE FARM
ON AUGUST 9TH AND 10TH.
August 9th - the clinic will feature Hampton Green Farm riders
and it will be open to the public (auditing free of charge).
August 10th - Public clinic with Lendon (auditing $25 per
person/$20 for ADA members). Lunch included.

VICTOR ALVAREZ WILL BE INSTRUCTING AT THE
FARM ON AUGUST 11TH-13TH AND 15TH-17TH.
August 11th-13th - First Public clinic with Victor (auditing $15
per person/ $12 for ADA members). Lunch included.
August 15th-17th - Second public clinic with Victor (auditing
$15 per person/$12 for ADA members). Lunch included.

*Auditing Package for all clinics (Chicks in spurs party excluded):
$100 per person/$80 for ADA members

CHICKS IN SPURS PARTY TO BENEFIT
THE DRESSAGE FOUNDATION
Monday, August 11th, 7:30p.m.
Cost: $20 per person (100% tax deductible)

Enjoy Chef Frederic’s food, dancing, and riding exhibitions
by local riders. Meet Lendon Gray and Victor Alvarez! Tour the
Barns!

For Reservations and information, call: (231)856-6000.

The Dressage foundation is a non-profit, tax exempt organi-
zation whose mission is to cultivate and provide financial sup-
port for the advancement of dressage. In 2007 the foundation
awarded more than $112,000 in scholarships and grants. This
funding helped hundreds of young riders, adult amateurs,
instructors and judges to advance their knowledge and experi-
ence in the sport of dressage.

Clinic riding slots are still available.
Volunteers are needed for all events.
Please contact Hampton Green Farm for
more information at (231) 865-6000.

VIP tables under the tent are available. Tables seat 10, $350
per table. Contact Hampton Green Farm to reserve a table.

Hampton Green Farm announces Summer Dressage Festival



The ADA collection of books

and videos will be with

volunteer Loretta Armock.

Her phone number is

(616) 285-6788.

Media Library Bits and Pieces

2008 Show/Clinic Schedule

July 26 & 27 - ADA Annual Show @ Thomet Stables

August 1 & 2 - Centennial Acres (2 shows)

August 16 - West Michigan Equestrian Center

August 29 & 30 ADA Roz Kinstler Clinic at Centennial Acres Equestrian Center, Holland

September 13 & 14 - Thomet Fall Dressage Show

November 22 - ADA Awards Banquet

Gather your friends for the new Team Challenge! This new class has been added to the

Annual Show this year. There will be great prizes for the winning team. Look for rules and more

information in the Omnibus. Also join us at the Annual Show for the Exhibitors Bash on Saturday

night. For specific show schedule information please contact Board member Leigh Ann Warren at

phone (231) 830-5654 or e-mail Leigh@warrenreptiles.com.

Stay in touch with your
dressage community!

www.alldressageassoc.org
Your source for show and ADA information.
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Volunteers
needed to scribe at the Annual
show (June 26th and 27th).

Please Contact Nelly Cooper to sign up
phone (616) 676-3113.
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ADA News Bulletin 2008 ADA Board
of Directors

President: Jen Meyering,
(616) 560-8012,
jenmeyering@hotmail.com

Vice-president:
Stephanie van de Ven,
(616) 399-7997,
bliss@intraworldcom.net

Secretary:
Leigh Ann Warren,
(231) 830-5654,
Leigh@warrenreptiles.com

Treasurer: Kathy Orlebeke,
(616 )847-9224,
orlebk@att.net

Mary Cole: (616) 796-0054,
ml_cole@comcast.net

Gini Nolan: (231) 889-0889,
windridg@sbcglobal.net

Brooke Ludema:
(616) 218-3068,
brookesale@hotmail.com

Lily Cole: (616) 796-0054,
lily_bea13@yahoo.com

Jenny Counterman:
phone (616) 896-8142,
rickcounterman@sbcglobal.net

Judge change at Centennial Show:
Judge change: Sue Hughes will now be judging the ADA show at

Centennial Acres on Saturday, August 2nd.

We need your pictures!
Members, send your favorite Summer show photos to Jen Meyering

(jenmeyering@hotmail.com) so they can be included in the Banquet

slide show.

Welcome!
The ADA welcomes new board member Jenny Counterman! Jenny will

be working on setting up an on-line store for ADA merchandise.

Forms
All membership, horse registration and horse name
change forms must now be sent to Brooke Ludema,
4404 141st Ave., Hamilton, MI 49419.

Please note that the correct dates for the
Annual show at Thomet are

July 26th and 27th and the correct dates for
the fall Thomet show are

September 13th-14th, 2008.

Volunteers needed for the ADA information booth
at the Hampton Green Farm Summer

Dressage festival, August 9-17.
Contact Stephanie van de Ven at (616) 399-7997



T H E R A P P O R T • J U L Y / A U G U S T 2 0 0 8 7

MMaarrkk  SS..  HHoopp  AAggeennccyy

Making Your Future More Predictable

Customized Policies for 
Horse Owners and Ranchers

Mark S. Hop
477 Chicago Drive
Holland, MI  49423

Phone:  616-396-5728
800-805-9393

Fax:  616-396-8930
mhop@fbinsmi.com

Sue Thome, Instructor

WinterSpring Farm offers quality boarding and training at 
central Michigan’s top dressage facility! Features include:

• USDF bronze medalist, L Judge and BHS instructor
• Haul-in lessons available
• Will travel to students

• Heated Barn with private tack lockers
• Regular clinics with accomplished instructors

• On-site veterinarian 
• Well-lit  arena with mirrors and dust-free footing

• Sale horses taken on consignment

Call 989-235-6755 or 989-560-1170
e-mail:  hoofprintt@aol.com                                       

www.winterspringdressage.com

“When we lost a building on our
property to fire, Mark was there to
help and support us through every
step of the claims process. We highly
recommend him!”

Stephanie & Michiel van de Ven
Bliss Stables
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Member Happenings

Cascade Shoe Service

• Saddles & Bridles
• Zippers
• Sports Equipment
• Belts & Handbags

• Luggage & Briefcases
• Jackets & Trousers
• Tents & Tarps
• Upholstery

6504 28th Street, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Thornhills Plaza

Sam Zarou, Owner
616-942-0875

Hours: 9 am to 6 pm Monday - Friday • 9 am to 1 pm

More than just a shoe repair shop… 
we do custom repairs on:

ADA members Claire McNulty and Sydney

Cavanagh, also members of the Holland, MI-

Based Macatawa Pony Club, a part of the United

States Pony Club, made an outstand-

ing showing at the Great Lakes

Region's Mega Rally competition.

Mega Rally, which featured riding dis-

ciplines of show jumping and dressage

as well as horse management respon-

sibilities, took place Jun 29- July 1 at

the Nancy G. Held Equestrian Center

on the campus of Albion College. The

Macatawa Pony Club Dressage Team

which included Claire and Sydney as

two of the competitors on the team, took first

place in the overall riding and horse management

competition.  The

dressage competi-

tion consisted of

15 teams and 75

Pony Club youth

participants.  Claire

and another team

member, tied for

the individual

high-point award

and additionally

were named the

rally’s “Dressage

Queens”.

ADA Member, Diane McNulty served as the

Dressage Team’s coach.

The United States Pony Clubs, Inc. (USPC)

was founded in 1954 as a nonprofit national

youth organization to teach riding and horse-

manship through a formal educational program.

Many of the nation’s top equestrians, including

most of our Olympic Equestrian team members,

have Pony Club roots. Members range in age

from as young as 4 through age 21. Activities are

English-riding based, and members ride both

horses and ponies, depending on the size of the

rider and the discipline in which she is compet-

ing. All Pony Club competition is team competi-

tion, much like the Olympic games, where mem-

bers learn the importance of cooperation and

teamwork.

There are approximately 12,500 members of

USPC in 625 clubs throughout the country.

Along with an emphasis on helping its members

learn to ride and care for horses, Pony Club pro-

motes teamwork, a sense of responsibility, safety,

good moral judgment and self-confidence.

The Great Lakes Region of the USPC is com-

prised of 16 local clubs in Michigan, Northeast

Indiana and Northwest Ohio. Members gather to

learn about horsemanship, compete as teams and

enjoy the company of other  horse lovers.

ADA Members
Shine at 
United States
Pony Club Rally

ADA Members Claire McNulty (far left) 
and Sydney Cavanagh (far right)

by Diane McNulty
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Maryal Barnett
Dressage

FEI (C) Judge
Clinician
Instructor
Trainer

2980 College Road
Holt, Michigan 48842
Home (517) 332-4803
Fax (517) 272-7174
Email  Mabarn@AOL.com
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ADA 2008 Summer Roz Kinstler Clinic
Rider Application 

Name___________________________________________________________________________________________________         

Check one:

Address_____________________________________________________________________ ______ Friday, August 29th  

___________________________________________________________________ ______ Saturday, August 30                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Phone (home)_______________________________ (cell) _____________________________ ______ Both Aug. 29th and 30th

(if slots are available)

___________Private ($100 )   __________Semi-private ($60)

ADA membership number_______________________________________. 

(Non members will be included in the clinic only if there are ride times not filled by an ADA member.)

Parent signature___________________________________________________________________________________________

(Required if rider is under 18 years of age)

Rider applications must be received by August 11th, 2008.   

Riders will be notified by August 15th, 2008.                        

Clinic fees are to be paid in full by August 22nd, 2008.

Rider Profile:

Age:______  How many years have you been riding?_____  What is the highest level at which you have shown?___________________

Are there any horse/rider issues that you would like to work on in your lesson?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Horse Profile:

Name:__________________________________________________  Age:______________ Breed__________________________

Gender_________________________________________ Level of training__________________________________ 

Applications must be received by August 11th, 2008.

Helmets Required – 2008 Negative Coggins Required 

Mail Applications (along with 2008 Negative Coggins) to:

Gini Nolan
8627 Feldhak Rd
Kaleva, MI 49645
Ph. (231)889-0889

Stabling information: Stalls available upon request.  A fee will be charged.  *Each rider may bring one groom (no audit fee for groom).

A release of liability is also required to be signed by the rider (or their legal guardian if they are under 18 years of age).  Please go to:

http://www.centennialacresdressage.com/images/services/camp/ReleaseForm.pdf

Download a release form, sign it, and bring it with you to the clinic. Thank you.
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Classified Ad Rates

$3 member / $5 non-member 
(Maximum 60 words total )

Please include your area code with your
phone number and mail with payment to:

Stephanie van de Ven
7997 West Olive Rd

West Olive, MI 49460

email: bliss@intraworldcom.net
Deadline is the 20th of the month

prior to publication.

Display Rates – Yearly

Full page – $300 (7.5"W x 9.5"H)

Half Page – $200.00 
(horizontal ad 7.5"x 4.25" 
or vertical ad 3.5" x 9.5")

Business card size – $115

Yearly contracts – (six issues per
year) will run from March through
February of the following year. The
contract includes automatic insertion
bi-monthly into The Rapport, the
yearly Omnibus and into programs
for the ADA Annual Show and the
ADA Annual Awards Banquet.

Display Rates Per Single Issue

Full page – $60 (7.5"W x 9.5"H)

Half Page – $45.00 
(horizontal ad 7.5"x 4.25" 
or vertical ad 3.5" x 9.5")

Business card size – $35

PLEASE NOTE:  All display ads must
be submitted in camera-ready hard
copy or electronic files in the form of
.jpg , .tiff, pdf or .eps files - high 
resolution, 300 dpi. @ 100%. 

Deadline is the 20th of the month
PRIOR to publication. Thus, copy
deadlines for 2006 are the 20th of
Dec, Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, and Oct.

ADA Advertising correspondance
C/O Michelle Heitman
15885 Port Sheldon St.
West Olive, MI 49460

Classified Ads

Disclaimer:  The ADA will not be held liable for claims made in any advertisement or for
any typographical errors.

Advertising Rates

Pizza Bash at the Annual show- Saturday,

July 26th at 5:30. All exhibitors invited!

Dangerous plant found in 

Southwest Michigan hay fields

Michigan state University is reporting that the toxic plant, Hoary

Alyssum, has been found in various hay fields in Southwest

Michigan.  Horse owners should be on the lookout for this plant

in their hay.  Ingesting high amounts of this plant can cause

horses to experience depression and swelling of the lower legs.

Fever and diarrhea may also be present.  In severe cases,

founder has been observed.  For more pictures and information

go to: http://www.canr.msu.edu/vanburen/aghoarya.htm.



12 T H E  R A P P O R T •  J U L Y / A U G U S T  2 0 0 8

All Dressage Association
P.O. Box 337
Ada, MI  49301

If you would like your upcoming event posted in The Rapport, contact  a member of the ADA Board.  It’s FREE!

First Class Mail

Upcoming Events Advertising of non-ADA events does not constitute an endorsement by the ADA.

July 26-27 - ADA ANNUAL SHOW at Thomet

July 31st - USDF Ludington show  
www. greatlakescountryclassic.com. 
Click on "prize list".

August 1-2 - ADA show at Centennial Acres

August 2-3 - USDF show at Copper Creek

August 8-10 - USDF show at Waterloo

August 9-17 - Hampton Green Farm 
Summer Dressage Festival 

August 13th - ADA board meeting, Vic’s Restaurant, 
Spring Lake

August 16 - ADA show at West Michigan Equestrian Center

August 20-24 - USDF show at Waterloo

August 29-30 - ADA Clinic with Roz Kinstler at Centennial Acres

September 10th - ADA board meeting

Sept 13-14 - Last ADA show of the season at Thomet 

AUGUST 2008
S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

JULY 2008
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31


