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We encourage Members to share 

their horse-related 

experiences in the Rapport. 

 

Please contact editors 

Stephanie van de Ven or Jen 

Meyering to submit an article. 

 

 

~~~~~ 

25
th

 annual ADA banquet highlights                                                                                                              

new awards program 

This yearôs banquet was a special one, as we celebrated 25 years of horsemanship and 

fellowship in the ADA. The banquet this year was held at the Oakridge Golf Course in 

Norton Shores. It was well attended and the weather certainly cooperated this year with 

warm temperatures.  

 

As members and their families arrived, they were immediately drawn to the extravagant 

silent auction! Items included anything from bridles and blankets to paintings and a portable 

tack room which included everything needed for horse show travel. There were many 

instructors who donated lessons as well as veterinary certificates.  

 

A delicious dinner followed, and we were honored to have Tina Miller, a founding member 

of the ADA, tell about the early days of the organization, including how the ADA got its 

name! The awards presentation began shortly after. This year, the Novice Riders were 

recognized for their first year showing dressage. Also, bronze, silver and gold medals were 

awarded to riders who qualified. This medal program took the place of the graduation 

awards and certificates in years past. The division awards were then presented, from 

Champions through 7
th
 place. High Percentage Champions were also announced and 

awarded trophies. The ribbons this year were gorgeous, and included the new ADA logo, 

and black and silver streamers in honor of the 25
th
 Anniversary,  

 

To conclude the evening, special awards were given. Stephanie van de Ven presented the 

ADA Sportsmanship Award to Maggie Walters and the Musical Freestyle Award to Kylie 

Heitman. Tammy Bailey from the CANTER organization then presented the CANTER 

award to Lauren Vanderlaan, and Betty Jo Crosby awarded the Tirioso award to Helen 

Claire McNulty. Gini Nolan presented ADA Scholarships to Ciara Mohan and Kylie 

Heitman.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuedé..  

Kylie Heitman, Musical Freestyle Maggie Walters, Sportsmanship 

For a complete list of 2009 award winners, please sure to check 

out the special section at the conclusion of this issue! 
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President:  

Jen Meyering, 

(616) 560-8012, 

jenmeyering@hotmail.com 

 

 

Vice-president: 

Brooke Ludema 

(616) 298-4278 

brookesale@hotmail.com 

 

 

Secretary: 

Leigh Ann Warren, 

(231) 830-5654, 

Leigh@warrenreptiles.com 

 

 

Treasurer:  

Kathy Orlebeke, 

(616 )847-9224, 

orlebk@att.net 

 

 

Mary Cole: 

 (616) 796-0054, 

ml_cole@comcast.net 

 

 

Stephanie van de Ven: 

(616) 399-7997 

bliss@intraworldcom.net 

 

 

Kimberly Martin-Bench: 

(616)617-2497 

KABench33@gmail.com 

 

 

Deb Danowski: 

(616) 791-6945 

danowski@eerdmans.com 
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We want to extend a big thank you to Kimberly Martin-Bench who organized the banquet and 

spent lots of time to ensure the evening went smoothly. Also, thank you to Loretta Armock, 

who organized the silent auction and solicited donations. Thank you, too, to our donors, who 

included Laurie Moore, Myra Wagener, Elizabeth J. Crosby, Sue Thome, Kathy McCormick-

Schumacher,  Louise St. Amour,  Ciara Mohan,  Kathy Walters, Erika Treis-Petersen,  

Kimberly Martin-Bench,  Lisa Knapp,  Cindy McCloskey, Sue Zack-Frederick,  Janine Holmes, 

Dover Saddlery, Millbrook Tack, Equine Medical, West Michigan Veterinary Clinic, 

Thornwood Equine, Boomgard Photography, Cameron Photography, Nelly Cooper and Thomet 

Stables,  Fox Den, Classic Saddlery , Horseloverz.com, EZ all, Blue Ribbon Feed, Holgar 

Hoetzel, Elizabeth Thome,  Jen Meyering, Diane McNulty, The Tack Trunk, Denise Colon-

Bonet , Bailey Colon- Waite and Landmark Farms of Kalamazoo and  Barb Saunier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren Vanderlaan, CANTER Claire McNulty, Tirioso Award  
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All Dressage Association 

 

P.O. Box 337 

Ada, MI, 49301 

 

Website: 

www.alldressageassoc.org 

 

~~~~~ 

 

Presidentôs Letter 

Dear ADA Members,  

  

It is hard to believe we are at the end of the 

year! It seems to have gone by so quickly. 

Looking back, we had a great show season 

and it seems the changes made this year, 

such as divisions and year end awards, improved our organization.  

  

In reference to improvement of the ADA, I want to thank everyone who returned a survey. During 

the November Board Meeting, we went over each one very carefully. Over the next few months 

we will be working to respond to suggestions and make additional improvements that will provide 

more dressage related educational opportunities. Member feedback is very important to the 

vitality of the ADA, and we appreciate the time that was taken to fill out the surveys. 

  

Looking into 2010, we have another full season of shows tentatively planned. You can look for 

these dates and locations on the website around February. We will also have a shift in the ADA 

Board next year! We will be welcoming Michelle Heitman, JoAnne VanderLaan, and Whitney 

Petersen. We will also be saying goodbye to Stephanie van de Ven and Brooke Ludema. Thank 

you so much to both of you for your time and dedication to the ADA. Finally, look for more clinic 

opportunities next year. You can visit the website, www.alldressageassoc.org for ADA and Non-

ADA Clinics and Events.  

 

Lastly, the ADA Banquet this year was a great success. Congratulations to all the horses and 

riders! We know a lot of hard work goes into achieving your goals, on and off the centerline.   

Have a safe and happy holiday season, and weôll see you in 2010! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jennifer Meyering 

ADA 2009 President 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.horseblanketlaundryandrepair.com 

 

http://www.horseblanketlaundryandrepair.com/


 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
  
December 18th  Free lecture by 

Dr. Rob van Wessum at 

Centennial Acres Equestrian 

Center, Holland.  Topic: 

biomechanics of the equine spine. 

For more information see  

www.centennialacresdressage.co

m or contact Tena at (616) 886-

7779 

 

December 18/19 Dressage clinic 

with Albert Gesierich at 

Centennial Acres Equestrian 

Center, Holland. For more 

information see 

www.centennialacresdressage.co

m or contact Tena at (616) 886-

7779 

 
January 14-16, Dressage clinic 

with Spanish Riding School 

Bereiter Herbert Seiberl at 

Lakeshore Performance Horses, 

Fennville.  Riding slots may be 

available.  Auditors Welcome!  

For more information see 

www.dressageclinics.org or 

contact Jorie at (616)283-4741   

 

January 16, 3-5pm Lecture/ 

discussion with Herbert Seiberl 
at Lakeshore Performance Horses, 

Fennville.  Topic: Improve  your 

horseôs canter and start/improve 

lead changes and tempis. For 

more information see 

www.dressageclinics.org or 

contact Jorie at (616)283-4741   

 

January 17/18 Dressage clinic 

with Spanish Riding School 

Bereiter Herbert Seiberl at Blue 

Water Dressage Stables, 

Bridgeport.  Riding slots may be 

available.  Auditors Welcome!  

For more information see 

www.dressageclinics.org or 

contact Jorie at (616)283-4741   
 

 

 
Advertising of non-ADA events 

does not constitute an 

endorsement by the ADA. 

 

If you would like your 

upcoming event posted in The 

Rapport, contact a member of 

the ADA Board. Itôs FREE! 

 

ADA Founding Member Profile 
 

 

*The following profile is compiled from 2 long phone interviews with Jeane and the business plan 

that she graciously submitted.  

                                   

Name: Jeane Metzger 
Town: Ada ï Rosinante Farm 

Horses: Age/breed/age: I started as a child rider, and have been a professional horse trainer since 

1969. In that time, I have had many horses. These are some of the horses that have been very 

special to me in my development as a rider and trainer.  

  

Scooter T was my first dressage horse. When I got him, he was a conformation hunter that 

developed a hairline hoof crack which ended his jumping career. In the late 1960ôs, Chuck Grant 

was coming to Kentree to teach. He, along with Vi Hopkins was some of the few dressage 

coaches in Michigan. With Chuckôs help, I trained him to PSG level. He won multiple AHSA 

Reserve Championships from 1971 -1972 at 3
rd
 and 4

th
 levels. In 1973, I won the AHSA Perpetual 

Dressage Trophy at 4
th
 level.  

 

Step Aside was a thoroughbred that was always ñright on.ò He was trained to the PSG level, and 

competed to age 20, when he dropped dead from a heart attack in the show ring.  

 

Spider still lives on the farm, and is trained solidly at 4
th
 level.  

 

I now have a group of younger horses that are in for training and resale, a few that are trained to 

2
nd

 level.  

 

What attracted you to dressage?  When I started riding as a child, dressage was not well known 

in the U.S., at least not in West MI. I competed in the Hunter world to the ASPCA MacClay Hunt 

Seat Equitation Final several times in High School. As a result of my accomplishments as a hunter 

rider, I was selected to train for two weeks with USET coach, Bert De Nemethy at the USET 

headquarters  in Gladstone.  I guess my interest in dressage started with exposure to an English 

woman in Detroit, whose name Iôve forgotten. I trained at Kentree when Bob Bond owned it, and 

Chuck Grant came to teach.  

 

Iôll never forget watching a foreign rider, (Gablor Foltary ?), whose effortless ability to ride a 

horse straight and connected around a hunter course made it appear to float.  

 

Have you continued to be involved with horses since the early days of ADA? If so, what have 

you been doing?   Since 1969, I have owned and run Rosinante Farm in Ada.  

My Vision Statement is to train for versatility in all my horses and riders, whether they intend to 

show or not. Every horse and student begins with basic dressage to teach balance, agility, and 

responsiveness before moving on to jumping or more advanced dressage movements. I have 

trained and competed many breeds, respect the individual goals and abilities of my students, and 

believe that the variety of mixing dressage, jumping, and trail riding keeps riders and horses  from 

becoming bored and resistant to training. Eventing has played a major place in my mid career, and 

I have competed several horses to state and regional championships.   

 

With the recent downturn in the economy, business has slowed, for the first time, to the point 

where I have been forced to take on a full time outside job. This, along with the need to care for 

20 horses, ride, and teach, has little time for anything else. I regret not being able to participate in 

the ADA 25
th
 Anniversary activities.  

 

Are there any thoughts or memories about the early days of ADA that youôd like to share? 

Anything else youôd like to tell us about yourself?  Continuedé 
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Media Library  

 

The ADA collection of books and 

videos will be with volunteer 

 Loretta Armock. 

Her  phone number is 

(616) 285-6788. 

 

 

~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh yes. We had a good crew back then. We started as a branch of EWHA (Eastern and Western 

Horseshow Association) A few of us got together in Sarah Johnson Matherôs basement and 

decided to form our own group. Sarah lived in Ada, and, as she went down to register a name, 

the Ada dressage association became ñAll Dressage Association.ò We were all volunteers, and 

held shows at places like the Hastings fairgrounds in the field in the middle of the race track. 

Once, we held a show in Lake Odessa. When we got there, the field had not been mowed. Our 

judges were people we found who had a lot of show experience. Our only goal was to learn and 

have fun, and everyone did the best they could. We asked for feedback from our members. As a 

result of one poll, we wrote a ñGreen as Grassò test, where the blue ribbon came with a baby 

rattle. Each year, we got a little better at what we did.  

 

�(�G�L�W�R�U�¶�V�� �Q�R�W�H: Special thanks to board member Kathy Orlebeke for her work interviewing the 

ADA founding members for these profiles.  

 

 
Thank You! 

 
THE ADA wishes to thank THOMET STABLES for hosting our 25

th
 Annual show!  Thanks 

also to the following volunteers, who helped make it happen: 

 

Barbara Gering, Linda Willey, Donna Johnson, Emily Thomet, Holly Thomet, Vanessa 

Wobma, Beth Macauley, Melanie Hillman, Gerald Richardson, Ciara Mohan, Lynn Lentz, 

Renee Clark, Connie Dabney, Denise Colon-Bonet, Kylie Heitman, Stephanie van de Ven and 

Gini Nolan. 


